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 Rachel Haynes.  The changing times, 
with the influence of modern tech-
nology in all areas of life, have 
brought advantages to the world of 
education.   

Instant information and connec-
tivity provide new openings to stu-
dents and teachers, but also chal-
lenges for the classroom. 

Experts from several schools in 
the province of Malaga - Novaschool, 
Laude San Pedro International Col-
lege, Phoenix College and the Brit-
ish School of Malaga - were invited 
by SUR this week to share how their 
schools are dealing with the chang-
ing scenario now, and how they see 
the future. 

One important change over the 
years is in the students themselves. 
“No two students are the same,” said 
Elvira Báez, the Educational Direc-
tor of Novaschool, a group that has 
four private schools, including Sun-
land and Añoreta, and five infant 
schools in the south of Spain. 

“You have to adapt, year after year; 
that is one of the challenges of to-
day’s society.” 

Alex Mitchell, one of the founders 
of Phoenix Sixth Form College in 
Malaga city, pointed out that stu-
dents are now much better informed 
than before and both students and 
their parents are much more open 
to the idea of studying at a univer-

sity in another country. Phoenix Col-
lege teaches A levels and prepares 
students for study at British and other 
universities. 

The fact that young people now 
have such a huge amount of infor-
mation at their fingertips is some-
thing that schools are having to take 
advantage of.  

According to Raúl Rico, technical 
director at the British School of 
Malaga, “Schools have to be able to 
use the mobile phone as a useful 
tool,” he said, adding that children 
are not always aware of the damage 
an image or a comment on social 
media can do. 

Mercedes Colmenar is head of Ad-
missions at Laude San Pedro Inter-
national College. She agrees that 
schools and parents have to find a 
“balance” between taking advan-
tage of the information available on-
line and being aware of the dangers 
internet poses for young people. 

Miguel Ángel Garrán is director 
general of ISP (International Schools 
Partnership), the group which in-
cludes the British School of Malaga 
and Laude San Pedro. Schools have 
to make technology their “ally” he 
said. “With so much information, 
children have to learn to be selec-
tive,” he said, “to tell the difference 
between a piece of fake news or a 
good academic study, for example”. 

Elvira Báez of Novaschool added 

that this education in using technol-
ogy in the right way has to be done 
from a young age, not just among 
adolescents. 

A new challenge for schools is pre-
cisely that students who have grown 
up with new technology often know 
more than their teachers. 

Miguel Ángel Garrán of ISP sug-
gested that the role of the teacher 
in the classroom was changing. Be-
fore, teachers made 90 per cent of 
the effort in the classroom, he pointed 
out but the ISP group wants to 
change that, so that the students 
become more active and “busy learn-
ing”. The emphasis should be on 

learning, rather than teaching, he 
pointed out. 

Raúl Rico of the British School of 
Malaga agreed that the focus is 
changing, especially among older 
students. “They have to learn by 
themselves, with the supervision of 
their teachers,” he said. 

For Alex Mitchell of Phoenix Col-
lege, schools have to be more flexi-
ble. He gave the example of how 
some of the college’s classes are 
taught from a distance by an expert 
in London and that is not a problem, 
rather an advantage for the students, 
using technology to provide a higher 
level of education. 

Concerns over future employment 
are inevitable among older students, 
and the experts discussed ways in 
which they prepare their students 
for the future. 

Raúl Rico said that it is important 
not to take away a student’s passion 
for a future career even if work pros-
pects are apparently difficult. “It’s 
better to follow their hearts before 
doing something they don’t want to 
do just because they can get a job 
easily,” he said. 

Elvira Báez said that students need 
positive motivation from their teach-
ers and a careers guidance depart-
ment that can show them their op-
tions inside and outside Spain. 

Mercedes Colmenar of Laude San 
Pedro said that it was difficult to pre-
pare students for their future ca-
reers, especially when a lot of jobs 
will no longer exist in the future. “We 
have to prepare them to have op-
portunities, to be ready to continue 
learning for the rest of their lives,” 
she said. 

Students should also be prepared 
to be entrepreneurs, added Raúl 
Rico, saying that representatives 
from the business world were also 
invited to his school to give talks. 

“Enterprise should be a subject,” 
said Elvira Báez, “but children should 
be taught to be enterprising in their 
day-to-day lives.” 

For Miguel Ángel Garrán, it is not 
the school’s role to teach children to 
do business, but to prepare them for 
the future, teaching them how to 
work as a team, to carry out projects, 
and to prepare them for university. 

Alex Mitchell pointed out that it is 
more important to give the young 
people the self-confidence to be able 
to be entrepreneurs in the future. 

First though, many of the students 
currently at the international schools 
on the Costa del Sol will be prepar-
ing to study at university, and most 
probably at one outside Spain. 

Alex Mitchell commented that now 
not just students from the British 
system but also those from the Span-
ish system were planning to study 
in the UK or another country. 

Mercedes Colmenar said that stu-
dents at international schools such 
as Laude already speak two or more 
languages and have no frontiers when 
it comes to higher education options. 

Among the challenges ahead, for 
Raúl Rico, these include preparing 
students to be able to “learn how to 
learn”.  

Alex Mitchell stressed the need 
to give students “flexibility to be pre-
pared for the future with their feet 
firmly on the ground”. 

There are exciting times ahead, 
pointed out Miguel Ángel Garrán, as 
neuroscience develops to help us 
learn more about how students 
learn.

Innovation in education and 
challenges faced in 2020

Elvira Báez, Raúl Rico, 
moderator Carmen Álcaraz, 
Alex Mitchell, Mercedes  
Colmenar and Miguel Ángel 
Garrán.  SALVADOR SALAS

ROUND TABLE. Experts share ideas and experience

The participants at the SUR offices in Malaga.  S. SALAS
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Two students at the British 
School Malaga started a book 
club in September which has 
gradually grown over the last 
few months. 

The group started by read-
ing Stone Cold before moving 
on to The Giver by Lois Lowry. 

The group reads for fun - it’s 
not about writing reviews or 

essays. After reading a few 
pages, they stop and discuss 
their thoughts on how the plot 
has been developing, as well 
as the themes and style.  

The current book should be 
finished by the end of term at 
which point more new mem-
bers will be welcome when the 
group starts a new book.

Students at British School 
Malaga start up book club

Secondary students from IES 
Pablo del Saz and Swans School 
International in Marbella have 
been working in collaboration 
with the University of Malaga 
(UMA) as part of the SCIENCE 
IES project. 

The project, which was created 
by Javier Cáceres at the Institute 
of Astrophysics of Andalucía in 
Granada as part of PIIISA - CSIC 
(Consejo Superior de Investiga-
ciones Científicas) in 2010, has 
expanded across Andalucía and 
to other cities in Spain. 

Now, professors, lecturers, schol-
ars and scientists from UMA have 
designed projects which allow stu-
dents, teachers and scientists to 

get hands-on experience in a wide 
range of areas,  including Astrol-
ogy, Mathematics, Chemistry, Phys-
ics, Biology and Psychology. 

Students from both schools 
have been able to select topics for 
which they will attend UMA for 
three days to carry out research 
in the laboratories. There, along-

side students from other schools 
(to promote social interaction and 
peer learning), they will work to-
gether and at the end present the 
outcome of their research in an 
oral presentation in English. 

This school year 190 students 
will benefit from this experience 
in Malaga alone.

Joining forces in the name of 
scientific research

Students from IES 
Pablo del Saz and 
Swans School 
International are 
participating in the  
Science IES project

Students in the Biology Department during their first visit to UMA.  SUR

Participants read a few pages before joining a discussion.  SUR

MÁLAGA 

 SUR.  This Spring finds this new 
Sixth Form College recruiting stu-
dents for their third year – “And 
our fourth,” shares Kirsty Ridyard, 
Co-Director. “We’ve been visited 
by lots of year 10 parents and stu-
dents wanting to put their names 
down already for September 
2021.” One of the first things visi-
tors comment on is the atmos-
phere – welcoming, friendly, yet 
focused on the prime directive of 
the College, which is to help each 
student achieve their individual 
best – “Be that A* or E grades,” 
adds Miss Ridyard. “Personal 
growth is just as vital.” 

Each prospective new student 
and their parents have a personal-
ised orientation meeting with the 
Co-Directors to discuss their goals 
enabling a flexible study strategy to 
be planned.  

Beginning in the Humanities room, 
the domain of Co-Director James 
Riley, where a handful of students 
(the maximum class size is twelve, 
though the College average is closer 
to six or seven) are animatedly dis-

cussing Brexit as part of their Poli-
tics A-level. Some consult the re-
search they have open on their lap-
tops to underpin their arguments, 
others have brought prepared es-
says while some quote details from 
the morning’s TV news. It’s a dy-
namic, living subject, brought even 
more to life by a variety of study 
methods and Mr Riley’s passion for 
debate. 

Next door in the Maths room, Head 
of Maths Dean Clifford supports his 
year 12 class as they wrestle with 
algebra problems, helping each stu-
dent individually. On the 50-inch 
screen at the front are various on-
line resources to supplement the 
student’s textbooks which the Col-
lege supplies. At the back of class 
are a couple of year 13 students, 
working away quietly with their head-
phones on, seeking support from 
Mr Clifford if they need it. 

In the Staff room we see evidence 
of another Phoenix priority; teacher 
support at all times. Head of Eng-
lish, Ms Critchley, guides a student 
as she wrestles with her course-
work. At another desk, a year 13 
student is working through some 
Physics problems, waiting for Alex 
Mitchell, Co-Director and Head of 
Physics, who is about to finish a 
class. 

In a nearby free classroom, two 
year 13 girls are revising maths to-
gether, covering the whiteboard in 
impressively complex formulae, ar-
guing in what seems like a foreign 
language. “We have a test tomor-

row,” they confide. Next door in the 
Student Room, students work away 
in silence, one with a cup of coffee 
& a couple of biscuits. Lured by the 
sound of singing, we wander into an-
other free classroom and come 
across two students practising 
Keane’s “Somewhere Only we Know,” 
accompanied by a year 13 boy on 
guitar. The College tutors, as part of 
the PSC programme, encourage stu-
dents to set themselves targets and 
take on extra activities outside their 
academic studies, promoting well-
rounded development. In the last 
year, students also enjoyed a range 
of trips, including a University Fair 
in Madrid, Manchester in the UK, 
CERN in Geneva and Paintballing. 
At Christmas, they went carol-sing-
ing at the local AFA centre. 

In the laboratory, Miss Ridyard 
appears to be doing something weird 
and wonderful with her year 12 
chemistry group, though on closer 
inspection, the students are the ones 
doing all the work. “We’re learning 
how to do titrations,” they explain 
excitedly. Phoenix’s laboratory is 
fully equipped so that students can 
carry out all the essential practical 
experiments in all three sciences. 

On the College patio, two year 13 
girls are explaining to a visiting year 
11 student what life is like at Phoe-
nix College Málaga. “As it’s small, I 
thought I wasn’t going to like it,” we 
overhear. “But I still see all my old 
friends outside school and the teach-
ing here is just fantastic. We’d rather 
be here than anywhere else!”

SIXTH FORMS. The college offers A-level courses and PCE (selectividad) 
subjects for Year 12 and 13. We are an independent day-school located in 
the centre of Málaga

A Walk Round Phoenix College

Phoenix  

College  

Málaga stu 

dents and  

staff.  MD


